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"  NO.  IV. 

THE  EXPLANATION. 

Dear  Sir — Having  arrived,  in  the 
course  of  mj  labor  with  you,  to  that  stage 
at  which  it  will  be  both  proper  and  safe 
to  relieve  you  of  that  awful  uncertainty, 
that,  on  truly  orthodox  principles,  always 
accompanies  conviction  and  precedes 
conversion,  I  shall  now  redeem  my 
pledge,  and  give  you  the  promised  ex¬ 
planation  of  my  reasons  for  adopting  the 
particular  style  that  I  have  done  in  these 
communications.  Doubtless  you  and 
your  friends,  and  perhaps  some  of  my 
own  friends,  have  thought  it  strange  and 
unaccountable  that  I  sliould  have  trav¬ 
elled  so  far  out  of  my  usual  path,  and 
adopted  a  style  so  uncommon  with  theo¬ 
logical  writers  generally,  and  indeed  so 
uncommon  with  myself,  in  your  case. — 
You  may  have  taken  oftence,  and  under 
the  influence  of  indignant  feelings  and  a 
misapprehension  of  my  real  motives, 
have  attributed  it  either  to  enmity  a- 
gainst  yourself,  or  a  levityof  disposition, 
or  an  intention  to  reproach  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  and  ridicule  religion.  But 
I  assure  you,  dear  sir,  my  motives  have 
been  directly  the  reverse  of  these  things. 
True,  my  style  has  been,  thus  far,  un¬ 
common,  even  to  myself ;  but  the  case  is 
likewise  sufliciently  uncommon  to  justify 
it.  I  have  endCiivored,  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble,  to  adapt  my  style  to  the  case  in 
hand.  My  object  has  been — 

1 .  To  present  you  with  a  mirror  in  which 
you  might  see  yourself. In  the  style  of  your¬ 
self  and  those  of  your  peculiar  stamp,  I 
have  assumed — without  any  effort  to  prove 
by 'argument — that  /am  right  and  you 
are  wrong,  or  that  my  doctrine  is  true,  and 
your^s  false.  You  are  in  the  constant 
habit  of  begging  the  question  at  issue  be¬ 
tween  Calvinists  and  Universalists:  And 
your  arrogant  assumption  of  the  truth  of 
your  doctrine,  is  only  equalled  by  your 
affected  contempt  of  the  views  of  others 
'  who  may  honestly  differ  from  you,  and 
your  manner  of  treating  them  as  the  most 
palpable  falsehoods,  without  giving  your¬ 
self  the  trouble  of  proving  them  such. 
You  speak  of  and  to  Universalists  at  irre- 
ligio«s,  unconverted,  and  indeed  unbe¬ 


lieving  people,  and  talk  about  their  be¬ 
ing  converted  to  the  faith  of  the  go8pel,as 
though  they,  while  professing  to  believe 
in  Universal  salvation,  made  no  preten¬ 
tions,  and  had  no  claim,  to  the  name  and 
character  of  Christians.  And  notwith¬ 
standing  many  Calvinists  in  this  place 
are  almost  outrageous  with  me  for  ad¬ 
dressing  you  as  an  unbeliever  and  uncon¬ 
verted,  (forgetting  that  it  is  in  your  own 
style,)  yet  they  would,  no  doubt,  approve 
of  the  very  same  thing  in  you — that  is, 
should  you  undertake  to  convert  me  from 
what  you  deem  the  error  of  ray  ways — 
and  ivoold  consider  it  an  evidence  of 
your  being  a  true  Christian,  filled  with 
the  love  of  souls,  and  zealously  engaged 
in  the  work  of  evangelization.  “  Happy 
is  he  that  condemneth  not  himself  in  that 
thing  which  he  aMoweth.”  If  the  mirror 
I  have  presented  you  with,  reflects  this 
trait  of  your  character  in  so  clear  a  light 
that  you  have  a  full  and  fair  view  of  it, 
my  object,  thus  far.  is  accomplished. 

2.  Although  I  have  adopted  your  own 
style,  so  far  as  was  necessary  for  the 
above  purpose,  yet  as  my  creed  (which  is 
founded  on  the  Bible)  will  not  allow  me 
to  sentence  you  to  an  endless  hell,  burn¬ 
ing  with  fire  and  brimstone,  for  an  error 
in  theory  or  practice.  I  have  supplied  the 
deficiency  in  that  with  a  little  pleasan¬ 
try.  And  indeed  I  was  perfectly  willing 
I  to  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  ad¬ 
opting  that  particular  trait  in  your  style 
which  consists  in  damnatory  sentences. 
For  had  I  adopted  this,  1  apprehend 
my  communications  would,  at  first  view, 
have  appeared  so  revolting,  they  would 
have  been  read  but  by  very  few,  either 
of  your  or  my  friends.  1  have  occasion-, 
ally  interwoven  into  my  former  letters 
an  expression  of  satirical  pleasantry,  not 
only  to  supply  the  above  deficiency,  but 

3.  To  present  your  movements  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Mr.  Finney  &  Co.  in  their 
truly  ridiculous  light,  that  you  might  just¬ 
ly  feel  ashamed  of  having  espoused  so 
warmly,  a  system  of  measures  so  ludi¬ 
crous  in  themselves,  and  in  their  details 
and  consequences  so  destructive  to  the 
peace,  harmony  and  good  order  of  socie¬ 
ty — which  have  broken  through  all  the 
ties  of  friendship  end  domestic  union, 
outraged  humanity,  driven  timid  and 
weak  minds  to  despair  or  insanity,  and 
excited  the  scoffs  and  sneers  of  infidels 
more  effectually  than  all  the  writings  of 
Paine,  Voltaire,  Volncy,  and  the  whole 


I  catalogue  of  infidel  writers  that  could  be 
named.  It  was  a  subject  of  some  delib¬ 
eration  in  my  mind  whether  the  course^I 
have  adopted  were  the  right  course  to 
take  with  you  to  induce  you  to  abandon 
a  system  of  measures  so  prolific  of  mis¬ 
chief  in  society.  But  I  am  now  satisfied 
it  is  the  best  course  that  could  have  been 
adopted ;  though  I  would  gladly  have 
avoided  it — as  it  is^not  suited  either  to 
my  taste  or  talents — and  adopted  a  dif¬ 
ferent  one,  could  1  have  been  persuaded 
it  would  prove  equally  efficacious.  But 
there  are  certain  follies  and  extravagan¬ 
cies  in  the  religious  world  that  men  will 
not  be  persuaded  nor  driven  from  in  any 
other  way  than  thatof  being/air/y  laughed 
out  of  them,or  by  the  application  of  satire, 
or  irony;  as  we  find  the  latter  employed 
by  the  prophet  Elijah,  who  “  mocked” 
the  false  prophets  of  Baal,  saying,  ‘‘  Cry 
aloud  for  he  is  a  god,  either  he  is  talking, 
or  he  is  pursuing,  or  he  is  in  a  journey, 
or  peradventure  he  sleepeth  and  must  be 
awaked.”  Indeed,  could  ‘^rious  argu¬ 
ments  and  solemn  appeals  to  your  dis¬ 
passionate  reason  have  induced  you  to 
abandon  those  extravagant  follies,  you 
would  long  since  have  yielded  to  the  cool 
and  deliberate  judgment  of  Doctors  Poi> 
ter,  Hyde,  Emmons,  Blachford,  and 
others  of  your  own  order,  who  have  rais¬ 
ed  their  voices  against  them;  and  would 
have  abandoned  Mr.  Finney  anti  his  hot¬ 
headed  subalterns,  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
their  own  folley,  till  they  shall  learn  that 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  not  to  be  taken 
by  storm.  But  instead  of  that,  we  find 
you  still  striving  to  keep  up  appearances, 
produce  feverish  excitements,  and  when 
a  new  project  is  on  fooHhat  you  dare  not 
put  forward  in  propria  persona  for  fear 
of  exciting  the  enmity  of  your  ablest  sup¬ 
porters,  you  are  foisting  such  men  as  the 
“deceived  and  deceiving”  Josiah  Bis- 
sell,  jt.  into  your  desk,  to  do  it  for  youl- 
Should  you  feel  disposed  to  complain 
of  my  being  too  severe  upon  you,  or  ex¬ 
aggerating  any  of  my  representations  of 
your  follies,  my  reply  is,  in  the  language 
of  the  queen  of  Sheba,  “  The  one  half 
has  not  been  told.”  Indeed  1  have  not 
attempted  to  enter  into  details — I  have 
merely  glanced  at  some  of  the  outlines, 
or  leading  features,  of  the  picture.  It 
would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
run  into  an  extreme  in  the  description  of 
these  things.  So  far  from  having  exceeded 
the  boundaries  of  truth  in  reference  to 


34 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


the  extravagances  and  fullies  of  yourself 
and  Messrs.  Finneyi  Beman,  Lansing, 
Slc.  I  have  not  gone  near  as  far, either  in 
my  description  of^or  severity  upon  them, 
nsyourown  brethren  have,  whose  letters 
are  spread  out  before  the  public. 

Should  you  ask  the  reason  of  my  ad¬ 
dressing  one  older  than  myself  in  the 
manner  I  have,  I  refer  you  to  my  &rst 
reason  for  adopting  the  style  in  which 
my  former  letters  were  written,  ami  to 
the  practice  of  your  own  class  of  revival 
preachers  of  addressing  people  respecta¬ 
ble  in  character,  venerable  with  years, 
and  twice  as  old  as  themselves,  as  they 
would  address  disobedient  and  wayward 
children. 

Do  you  ask,  who  has  req.uired  this  la¬ 
bor  at  my  hands,  I  being  of  a  digerent 
denomination  from  yourself?  I  answer, 
God  and  my  own  conscience.  Homo 
sum,  et  humani  a  me  nil  alienum  puto. 
Nec  mihi  sed  tolo  genitum  me  credere  mun- 
do.  Aside  from  all  sectarian  partialities 
and  party  prejudices,  I  have  a  sacred  re¬ 
gard  for  Christianity,  and  would  wish  to 
rescue  it  from  that  contempt  and  oppro¬ 
brium  that  its  professed  friends  are  bring¬ 
ing  upon  it,  and  them  from  that  degrada¬ 
tion  to  w'hieh  they  have  stooped.  1  know 
my  task,  for  the  most  part,  Is  at  present 
a  thankless  one:  and  although  1  am  sa¬ 
tisfied  that  you  will  derive  much  benefit, 
and  your  friends  and  community  at  large 
still  more,  from  ray  labors,  yet  1  expect 
to  incur  your  enmity  and  bitter  re¬ 
proach  and  invective  of  yuar  friends. 
But  for  this  I  care  but  little.  Publicum 
bonum  privato  eat  prae/erendum.  I  have 
hitherto  lived  without  yoitr  friendsldp, 
and  with  your  sectarian  enn..ty;  and  I 
expect  still  so  to  live,  if  God  is  pleased 
to  spare  my  life;  having  as  little  to  fear 
from  the  one  as  to  hope  from  the  other, 
'fhere  are  now  many  in  community  who 
will  openly  and  verbally  condemn  both 
me  and  my  motives  in  this  labor,  who  at 
the  same  time  mentally  assent  to  the 
truth  of  my  statements  and  secretly  ap¬ 
plaud  my  motives.  But  the  time  will 
cbme,  whether  I  live  to  see  it  or  not, 
when  justice  will  be  done  to  my  motives, 
not  secretly,  but  openly  and  generally. 
But  whatever  the  contempt,  or  reproach, 
or  persecution,  that  1  may  at  present  re¬ 
ceive,  either  from  vou  or  your  friends, 
nothing  shall  provoKe  my  indignation,  or 
excite  my  enmity,  or  induce  me  to  har¬ 
bor  towards  you  any  other  feelings  than 
il^e  of  friei^ship  and  good  will,  and  an 
afdeat  desire  to  promote  your  and  the 
public  weal.  And  1  must  and  will  exei^ 
cW  charity  enough  towards  you  to  be¬ 
lieve  that,  whatever  may  be  your  follies 
and  errors  in  theory  or  practice,  you  do, 
nevertheless,  love  Christianity,  and  de¬ 
sire  its  gjeaefa!  prejraleQce  in  the  world 


— that  with  all  the  deformity  in  which 
you  view  it,  with  all  the  corruptions  in¬ 
terwoven  with  it,  in  your  creed,  you  dis¬ 
cover  in  it  Something  of  a  divine  origi¬ 
nal,  that  no  human  system  can  be  com¬ 
pared  to,  or  supply  the  lack  of — and  that 
you  would  most  seriously  deprecate  the 
extinction  of  its  light,  or  the  general 
prevalence  of  infidelity  of  its  truths, 
among  mankind. 

If,  then,  you  wish  to  check  the  rapid 
march  of  infidelity  in  the  land,  shut  the 
mouths  of  scofiers  and  revilers  of  reli¬ 
gion,  rescue  Christianity  from  contempt 
and  its  professors  from  degredation;  and 
give  universal  prevalence  and  efficacy  to 
that  gospel  which  alone  can  point  out  the 
true  patli  of  virtue  and  happiness  to  man 
here,  enable  him  to  bear  his  trials  with 
fortitude,  soothe  the  anguished  heart  of 
the  affiicted,  give  stability  to  his  hopes, 
in  the  hour  of  dissolution,  light  thu  dark 
avenues  of  the  tomb,  and  point  the  trem¬ 
bling  souls  of  mortals  as  they  flutter  from 
their  dying  lips  to  the  bright  and  peer¬ 
less  raunsious  of  unsullied  day,  immortal 
peace  and  endless  joy — if,  I  say,  you 
desire  these  things,  I  entreat  you,  Dear 
Sir,  to  abandon  at  once  whatever  is  ex¬ 
travagant,  enthusiastic,  wild  and  ridicu¬ 
lous  in  your  practice,  and  whatever  is 
absurd,  uare.tsonable  and  anti-scriptural 
in  your  creed.  This  is  the  only  way  of 
accomplishing  these  desirable  objects. 
For  tliese  errors  have  ever  been  the  fruit¬ 
ful  source  of  infidelity  and  irreligion; 
and  ever  will  remain  their  hot-bed  and 
nursery  while  they  continue  in  being; 
and  especially  while  they  arc  held  to 
with  such  pertinacity  by  men  of  your 
rank  and  station. 

Those  extravagances  in  practice  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  or  at  least  so  far 
brought  to  view,  that  by  what  your  own 
memory  will  supply,  you  wilt  be  enabled 
to  see  them,  and  1  trust  your  own  good 
judgment  will  teach-  you  to  abandon 
them.  But  your  system  of  doctrines,  I 
conceive,  is  also  fundamentally  corrupt, 
irrational  and  unscriptural.  And  as  you 
perceive  I  have  materially  altered  my 
style  of  writing  since  my  former  commu¬ 
nications,  1  shall  not  any  longer  beg  the 
question  at  issue;  but  shall  proceed  to 
examine  the  fundamental  principles  of 
your  system^  show,  by  rational  and  scrip¬ 
tural  argumentation  their  utter  destitu¬ 
tion  of  solid  foundation,  and  prove  by 
the  same  method  the  parental  character 
and  impartial  grace  of  God,  and  the  ulti¬ 
mate  reconciliation  and  salvation  of  all 
his  intellectual  d&pring.  And  whatever 
may  have  been  your  impressions  relative 
to  my  style  and  language  in  former  epis¬ 
tles,  I  trust  you  will  have  no  reason  to 
complain  hereafter  of  any  want  of  defer- 
eoce  to  your  standing  or  respectful  ness 


in  my  language;  though  “seeing  I  have 
such  hope  1  shall  use  great  plainness  of 
speech.” 

Yours,  &c.  D.  S. 


Foe  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

AN  INQUIRY 

Into  the  Scriptural  import  of  the  phrases 
Kingdom  of  Gob  and  Kingdom  of 
HeavEN,  occurring  in  the  Nev>  Testament. 

NO.  III. 

I  have  said,  that  I  can  see  nothing  in 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  which  would 
lead  me  to  suppose  the  pi<rase  Reign  or 
Kingdom  uf  Heaven”  was  employed  there 
to  indicate  any  other  than  thatrei^n  which 
Jesus  and  John  had  said  was  approaching. 

1  do  not  take  this  ground  because  1  am 
hostile  to  the  idea  of  its  having  a  difier- 
•nt  import  here,  fur  1  would  as  willingly 
have  it  mean  future  felicity  in  this  place 
as  in  any  other.  But  my  object  is  to  as¬ 
certain,  by  an  appeal  to  the  connexion 
in  which  this  language  is  found,  the  pro¬ 
per  aud  original  design  of  it.  And  in 
addition  to  what  has  been  already  writ¬ 
ten,  I  submit  the  following— 

1.  Luke  places  the  sermon  on  the 
Mount,  or  the  substance  of  it,  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  election  of  the  twelve  Apos¬ 
tles,  (chap.  vi.Jfr  makes  the  address  per¬ 
sonal:  **Happy  YB  poor,for  the  Kingdom 
of  God  is  yours!  Happy  ye  that  hunger 
now,  for  ye  shall  be  satisfied!  Happy  ye 
that  weep  now,  for  ye  shall  laugh !  Happy 
shall  ye  be  vchen  men  shall  hate  you,  and 
exclude  you  from  their  society;  yea,  re¬ 
proach  and  defame  you,  on  account  of 
the  Son  of  Man !  Rejoice  on  that  day, 
and  triumph,  knowing,  that  your  reward 
is  great  in  Heaven !  for  thus  did  their  fa¬ 
thers  treat  the  Prophats.  Luke  vi;^£0-23. 

Now  the  disciples  believed  in,  and  rx> 
pectod,  a  future  existence  connected  with 
happiness;  but  their  thoughts  at  this  time 
appear  to  have  been  chiefly  occupied  with  jfr 
the  flattering  notion  of  becoming  active 
members  in  the  administration  of  the 
laws  to  be  recognised  by  the  Messiah  for 
regulating  and  governing  the  subjects  of 

his  kingdom.  And  these  laws  they  then 
expected,  would  be  those  which  Moses 
left  them. 

2.  The  disciples  who  are  addressed 
are  denominated  poor,  and  to  them  is 
promised  the  kingdom.  This  fairly  im¬ 
ported  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  though 
it  is  not  likely  they  fully  understood,  in¬ 
deed  it  is  evident  they  did  not  under* 
staniLthat  it  was  not  to  be  of  ‘^this  world 
These  persons,  from  the  confidence  which 
they  immediately  reposed  in  Christ,  un¬ 
doubtedly  believed,  that  the  kingdom  of 
Israel,  or  the  right  to  govern  would  b^ 
conceded,  and  committed  to  his  hands 
without  much  opposition;  as  they  cottl4 
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not  have  suppused,  that  his  claims  coaid 
be  successfully  combatted. 

3.  But  the  Messiah  being  perfectly  ac- 
fjuainted  with  all  the  toils,  privations  and 
aiSiictions  they  would  have  to  encounter 
before  they  could  enter  or  enfojhisret^, 
he  tnnk  this  opportunity  to  impress  upon 
their  minds,  that  it  was  through  much 
tribulation  they  would  enter  the  kingdom: 
and  he  bein^  the  only  person  who  could 
calculate  with  accuracy  upon  the  opposi¬ 
tion  himselfand  his  apostles  would  meet; 
and  knowing,  from  the  weakness  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  tliat  his  followers  should  be 
sufficiently  guarded  and  strengthened  fur 
the  adventurous  work,  without  which, 
perhaps  many  would  abandon  his  cause 
for  want  of  proper  encouragement,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  joy,  peace  and  satisfaction  to  be  af¬ 
forded  them  in  the  possession  of  that  king¬ 
dom  which  consists  not  of  ‘‘meat  and 
drink, he  should  point  them  to  the  final 
termination  of  all  their  trials  in  the  en- 
jiwment  of  that  great  reward,  *^tbe  gift 
of  God,’’  which  awaits  all  those  who  love 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  appears  to 
have  been  proper  and  necessary.  But  if 
the  disciples  had  entered  the  ministry, 
and  made  a  public  profession  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ,  with  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  ot  the  opposition  they  would  meet, 
the  cautions  and  encouragements  they  re¬ 
ceived  would  have  been  measurably  un¬ 
necessary. 

Matt,  vi;  33— >**But  seek  hrst  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  requi¬ 
red  by  him;  and  all  these  things  shall  be 
superadded  to  you.”  in  some  of  the 
preceding  verses,  our  Lord  had  been  rea¬ 
soning  with  the  disciples  on  the  subject 
of  worldly  ambition  and  emolument,  as 
inconsistent  with  their  situation — that 
being  engaged  in  a  work  of  God,  they 
need  not  despair  of  any  necessary  aid, 
but  rather  look  for  extraordinary  assis¬ 
tance  to  prolong  and  support  their  lives 
which  could  not  be  done  by  their  own 
anxiety.  24-S8.  It  was  improper,  while 
they  were  seeking  fora  place  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Christ,  to  be  burdened  with  the 
objects  and  pursuits  involved  by  a  tem¬ 
poral  kingdom.  Hence  the  admonition 
to  them  was— ‘  ^Therefore  say  not  anxi¬ 
ously,  as  the  heathens  do;  what  shall  we 
eat;  or  what  shall  we  diink;  or  where¬ 
with  shall  we  be  clothed?  For  your  hea- 
venlj^  Father  knoweth,  that  ye  need  all 
these  things.  But  seek  first  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  and  the  righteousness  requi¬ 
red  by  him;  and  all  these  things  shall  be 
superadded  to  you.”  31 — 33. 

To  my  understanding,  this  imports, 
that  they  were  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
necessaries  of  life  until  they  had  attain¬ 
ed  to  ‘the  kingdom  of  righteousness,  and 
peace  and  joy,’ in  whose  establishment 


they  were  to  co  operate,  and  which  ile- 
manded  their  “Ar»t”  attention —  after 
which  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life 
were  to  be  ^superadded  to  them.*  And 
there  can  be,  1  think,no  reasonable  doubt, 
that  they  so  understood  our  Lord. 

Chap,  vii;  21 — “Not  every  «ne  who 
saith  unto  me.  Master,  Master,  shall 
enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven;  but  he  that 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
Heaven.” 

Uur  Lord  had  said,  verses,  13,  14, 
“Enter  through  the  strait  gate;  for  wide 
is  the  gate  of  perdition,  broad  is  the  way 
leading  thither;  and  many  are  they  who 
enter  by  it.  But  how  strait  is  the  gate 
of  life;  how  narrow  the  way  leading  thi¬ 
ther;  and  how  few  are  they  who  find  it.” 
This  translation  does  not  vary  in  mean¬ 
ing  from  the  common  version,  which  the 
reader  may  examine  for  himself. 

From  the  15th  verse  to  the  20th  inclu¬ 
sive,  our  Lord  cautioned  the  disciples 
against  false  teachers,  and  gave  them  a 
criterion  by  which  to  distinguish  between 
them  and  the  true.  And  at  the  21st 
verse,  he  resumes  the  subject  of  the  strait 
gate — “Not  every  one  that  saith  unto 
me  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven,”  &c.  because  their  merely 
acknowledging  him  was  no  sign,  that  they 
had  walked  in  the  narrow  way. 

I  am  fully  aware,  that  this  text,  by 
many,  is  considered  decisive  proof  of  the 
expulsion  of  some  of  our  race  from  the 
kingdom  of  future  felicity  and  a  differ¬ 
ent  view  will  doubtless  be  very  unpopu¬ 
lar  with  some  good  people.  But  admit¬ 
ting,  that  **kingdom  of  heaven,''  here,  is 
to  be  applied  to  a  future  world,  it  would 
result  in  nothing  inconsistent  with  my 
own  belief;  nor  with  the  sentiments  of 
any  understanding  Universalist.  For 
though  we  believe  all  intelligences  will 
be  the  happy  heirs  of  immortality  and 
joy,  we  hold,  that  none  will  enter  that 
state  without  a  cordial  submission  to 
Christ  in  ‘doing  the  will  of  our  Father 
who  is  in  Heaven.’  This  subject  might 
be  dismissed,  then,  as  it  forms  no  obsta¬ 
cle  to  the  doctrine  we  espouse,  if  my  aim 
was  only  to  remove  such  objections.  But 
this  is  not  my  main  object. 

'  As  Luke  xiii;  24 — 29,  is  parallel  to 
this  subject,  1  will  consider  them  in  con¬ 
nexion.  “Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate;  for  many,  I  say  unto  you,  will  seek 
to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able.  When 
once  the  master  of  the  house  is  risen  up, 
and  hath  shut  the  door,  and  ye  begin  to 
stand  without,  and  to  knock  at  the  door, 
saying.  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto  ns;  and 
he  shall  answer  and  say  unto  you,  I  know 
you  not  wheneq^ye  are;  then  shall  ye  be¬ 
gin  to  say,  we  have  eaten  and  drank  in 
thy  presence,  and  thou  hast  taught  in  our 
streets.  But  he  shall  say,  I  tell  you,  I 


know  you  not  whence  ye  are;  depart  fl-om 
me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.  There 
shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth, 
when  ye  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  all  the  Prophets  in  the 
kingdom  (f  God  and  you  yourselves  thrust 
out.'*  Here  observe, 

1.  This  quotation  is  the  answer  to  the 
question,  “are  there  few  that  be  saved.'” 
ver.  23,  and  appears  to  have  been  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  disciples.  No  one  of  the 
disciples  is  here  named,  but  the  question 
was  put  by  a  person  who  acknowledged 
Jesus  Lord,  or  Master,  though  this  cir¬ 
cumstance  cannot  decide  as  to  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  inquirer.  But  by  comparing 
this  with  the  same  language  in  Matthew, 
“Enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,”  &c.  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  disciples  were 
the  persons  addressed. 

2.  The  disciples  wert  those,  then,  who 
were  liable  to  be  thrust  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  together  with  all  those  who 
should  neglect  the  instructions  of  Christ. 
The  inquiry — “are  there  few  that  be  sa¬ 
ved?”  could  not  consistently  have  in¬ 
volved  the  notion  of  future  salvation,  if 
we  notice  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the 
disciples,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  Jews. — 
According  to  their  own  writings,  their 
opinion  was,  that  the  whole  nation  would 
be  eternally  blessed  because  they  were 
the  children  of  Abraham.  And  it  is  well 
known,  that  they  confined  the  advantages 
of  their  Messiah’s  reign  to  themselves 
exclusively,  while  they  expected  the  o- 
ther  nations  of  the  earth  would  become 
tributary  to  them.  This  question  may 
have  been  suggested  by  the  reply  of  Je¬ 
sus  to  those  “who  told  him  of  the  Gali¬ 
leans  whose  blood  Pilate  mingled  with 
their  sacrifices,”  ver.  1 — 5.  where  it  is 
manifest  the  allusion  is  to  the  overthrow 
of  the  Jews,  though  it  is  not  likely  the 
disciples  fully  understood  it,  if  we  judge 
from  the  opinions  they  afterwards  enter¬ 
tained.  See  Dr.  A.  Clarke  on  these  ver¬ 
ses. 

3.  “The  strait  gate  signifies  literally 
what  we  call  a  wicket  i.  e.  a  little  door 
in  a  large  gate.  Gate,  among  the  Jews, 
signifies,  metaphorically,  the  entrance, 
iutroduction,  or  means  of  acquiring  any 
thing.  So  they  talk  of  the  gate  of  repen¬ 
tance,  the  gate  of  prayers,  and  the  gate 
of  tears.”  Hence  Jesus  adopted  the 
same  metaphor,  which  was  perfectly  in¬ 
telligible  to  the  disciples,  to  represent 
the  “entrance,  introduction,  or  means  of 
acquiring”  the  kingdom  of  God.  Al¬ 
though  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  was  not 
yet  established,  the  way  was  opening  and 
the  means  developing  for  his  disciples 
to  enter  when  it  did  come.  He  compares 
himself  to  a  gate  or  door,  John  x;  7,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  the  present  means  of  intro¬ 
ducing  his  followers  to  the  blessings  ot 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  entrance  to 
which  was  represented  by  the  metaphor 
of  a  gate.  W.  I.  UEESE. 

MINUTES 

Of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Universalist  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  state  of  New-York,  A.  D. 

1829. 

The  ministers  and  delegates  compos¬ 
ing  the  Universalist  Convention  of  the 
state  of  New  York  assembled  in  Utica, 
according  fo  adjournment,  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Br.Dolphus  Skinner,  on  the  se¬ 
cond  Wednesday  of  May,  1829j  and,  af¬ 
ter  uniting  in  devout  prayer  with  Br.  A. 
Wood,  proceeded  to  organize  the  coun¬ 
cil  by  choosing 

Bu.  Nathl.  Stacy,  Moderator,  and 
Br.  Pitt  Morse,  Clerk. 

Made  arrangements  for  public  worship; 
the  order  of  which,  during  the  day  and 
'  evening,  was  as  follows: 

MORNING  service. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Br.  N.  Stacy. 

Sermon  by  Br.  A.  Wood — Text,  Ps. 
exxv.  1. 

Concludiog  prayer  by  Br.Wm.  Under¬ 
wood. 

AFTERNOON  SERVICE. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Br.S.R.Smith. 

Sermon  by  Br.  J.  Potter — Text,  Ps. 
civ.  31. 

Concluding  prayer  by  Br.  S.  Miles.  . 

EVENING  SERVICE. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Br.  John  Free¬ 
man. 

Sermon  by  Br.  P.  Morse— Text*  Mark 
svi.  15—18.  ' 

Concluding  prayer  by  Br.  D.  Skinner. 

Thursday  morning  met  again  in  coun¬ 
cil;  and  after  uniting  in  prayer  with  Br. 
W.  Underwood,  proceeded  to  business. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  revised  Constitu¬ 
tion  proposed  at  the  last  session  of  this 
body. 

Heard  the  report  of  a  special  commit¬ 
tee,  appointed  last  year  by  this  body,  to 
inquire  into  the  standing,  &c.  of  George 
B.  Lisher,  formerly  a  preacher  in  fellow¬ 
ship  with  us;  and  after  mature  delibera¬ 
tion,  adopted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution: 

Whereas  G.  B.  Lisher,  formerly  a 
preaclier  in  connexion  with  this  body, 
haa  long  since  discontinued  his  ministe¬ 
rial  labors,  and  indulged  in  practices  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  gospel  ministry,and 
boing  called  upon  by  a  committee  of  this 
body,  appointed  for  the  purpose  at  its 
last  session,  to  which  he  appears  not  to 
make  a  direct  or  satisfactory  reply;  there¬ 
fore 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  G. 
B-  Lisher  be  no  longer  considered  a 
member  of  this  body., 
lu.  reUtioQ.  to  Rev.  Abner  Kneeland, 


the  fo' lowing  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whereas  this  convention  has  received 
certain  information  that  the  second  Uni- 
versalist  Society  in  the  city  of  New-York 
has  publicly  withdrawn  fellowship  from 
Abner  Kneeland,  its  former  pastor,  be¬ 
ing  **  perfectly  satisfied  from  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  Mr.K.  as  well  as  his  writings,  that 
he  has  embraced  sentiments  repugnant  to 
the  Christian  religion  and  the  faith  of 
Universalists,”  therefore. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  approve 
of  their  proceedings,  so  far  as  the  facts 
have  come  to  our  l^owledge. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  said  Abner 
Kneeland  be  hereby  requested  to  show 
cause  at  the  session  of  the  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Universalists  of  the  N.  E. 
States,  in  September  next,  or  to  the  next 
session  of  this  body  in  May,  1830,  why 
the  above  proceedings  of  the  said  Socie¬ 
ty  shall  nut  be  confirmed.* 

Voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
to  visit  the  General  Convention  of  the 
N.  E.  States  at  its  session  in  Winches¬ 
ter,  N.  H.  on  the  second  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  in  Sept,  next,  to  present 
them  with  our  Christian  salutations,  and 
request  a  reciprocation  of  Christian  feel¬ 
ings,  and  a  co-operation  in  the  spread  of 
the  knowledge  of  divine  truth. 

Appointed  Brs.  J.  Potter,  B.  Whitte- 
more  and  J.  Flagg,  the  above  committee. 

Heard  and  accepted  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  discipline  for  the  last  year. 

Voted  that  Brs.  S.  R.  Smith,  N.  Sta¬ 
cy  and  C.  G.  Person  be  a  committee  of 
discipline  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted  that  Br.  D.  Skinner  prepare  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  this  con¬ 
vention  for  publication — that  Br.  P. 

’Tlie  Southern  Association  met  at  Hartford, 
Ct.  one  week  after  the  Convention,  at  which 
time  and  place  Mr.  K.  attended.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  that  Asso¬ 
ciation  : 

‘‘Received  tbc  following  request : 

“  Whereas  the  circumstances  which  have  at¬ 
tended  iny  ministry  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  which  have  resulted  from  my  labors  in  that 
place,  are  suoh  as  to  produce  a  dissatisfaction 
in  the  minds  of  many,  and  to  induce  a  belief  that 
I  am  not,  what  I  profess  to  be,  a  real  believer 
and  defender  of  tbe  Christian  religion — and 
whereas  this  dissatisfaction  and  belief  concern¬ 
ing  me  bare  become  considerably  extensirOk  ib 
other  regions,  among  Universalists ;  it  is  my 
desire  that  all  the  Associations  and  individual 
brethren  of  the  order  would  allow  me  to  suspend 
'myself  as  to  tbe  fellowship  of  the  Order,  until  1 
shall  be  able  to  give  entire  satisfaction  that  tbe 
cause  of  the  world’s  Redeemer—of  God — of 
truth,  and  of  righteousness,  is  the  cause  in  which 
[  am  laboring,  and  to  which  my  talents  are  de¬ 
voted.  Wishing  you  success.  Brethren,  ip  all 
that  is  good,  I  subwiabe  myse^ youis  affection¬ 
ately  in  tbe  bonds  of  peace. 

ABNER  KJiEELAND.’» 

^  “  Yoted,  That, so  far  as  this  Association  it  con- 
cecoed,  the  gbove  request  be  granted.’*- 


Morse  write  a  circular  to  accompany  the 
same — and  that  they  be  published  in  the 
Evangelical  Magazine. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  convention  to 
meet  at  Utica  on  the  second  Wednesday 
in  May,  1830.  Prayer  by  Br.  Slacy. 

N.  STACY,  Moderator. 

P.  MORSE,  Clerk. 

CIRCULAR. 

To  the  respective  Universalist  Associ¬ 
ations  in  the  State  of  New  York — the  so¬ 
cieties  therein  represented,  and  the  seve¬ 
ral  members  thereof,  “The  Universalist 
Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York,” 
tenders  Christian  fellowship  and  saluta¬ 
tion. 

Brethren — The  great  importance  of 
union  and  co-operation  in  the  members  of 
any  community,  both  as  the  means  of  se¬ 
curing  respect  fbr  its  institution,  and  of 
giving  efiiciency  to  its  measures,  is  man¬ 
ifest  to  all.  Yet  your  Convention  has 
not  only  labored  under  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  a  want  of  unanimity  in  the  eccle¬ 
siastical  bodies,  from  which  its  being  and 
its  support  is  derived,  but  has  encounter¬ 
ed  in  its  very  institution,  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  opposition.  Neither  to  those  As¬ 
sociations,  nor  to  their  members  in  gene¬ 
ral,  who  have  not  seen  fit  to  approve  the 
organization  of  this  body — nor  to  give  it 
countenance  and  encouragement  by  ap¬ 
pointing  delegates  to  its  council,  dues  it 
impute  improper  motives,  nor  any  want 
of  regard  to  the  interests  of  that  growing 
denomination  of  which  they  constitute  a 
part.  Your  convention  is  much  more  in¬ 
clined  to  impute  such  opposition,  to  an 
ardent  desire  to  protect  the  religious 
rights,  both  of  yourselves  and  communi¬ 
ty,  from  a  recurrence  of  the  possible  abu¬ 
ses  which  have  unhappily  too  often  atHic- 
ted  the  Christian  Church. 

But  could  it  ever  have  been  a  matter 
of  doubt,  whether  you  might  confide  in 
the  uprightness  and  integrity  of  your 
delegates? — appointed  from  among  your¬ 
selves — subject  to  your  entire  controul, 
and  the  constitution  under  which  they 
must  act,  your  own  dictation  and  gift. 

It  is  a  subject  of  high  satisfaction  to 
reflect,  that  the  virulence  of  party  ex¬ 
citement,  and  the  consequent  irritations 
and  provocations  thence  induced,  are 
now  so  far  allayed,  that  a  good  degree  of 
peace  and  harmony  in  relation  to  this  bo- 
by,  prevails  throughout  the  State.  Not 
indeed,  that  the  same  opinion  exisfs  in 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  its  organiza¬ 
tion — but  the  sober  and  judicious  course 
of  agreeing  la  disagree  has  succeeded  to- 
the  warmth  of  passionate  and  interope¬ 
rate  discussion. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  recurrence  to  the- 
Minutes,  that  the  new  Constitution 
which  you  were  pleased  to  give  your  Con¬ 
vention,.  has  been  unanimously  adopted^ 
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Thus  evincing  un  the  threshold  of  its  de¬ 
liberations,  an  entire  acquiescence  in 
that  measure  which  of  all  others,  appears 
best  adapted  to  preserve  the  general  har¬ 
mony  of  the  order — and  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  future  innovations  upon  the 
rights  of  its  individual  members.  We 
allude  to  the  first  article  of  this  constitu¬ 
tion  which  provides — that  one  half  of  the 
delegation  which  constitutes  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  be  Laymen. 

Your  Convention  is  now  constituted  of 
a  joint  delegation  of  Laymen  and  Minis¬ 
ters — aiid  its  last  council  was  composed 
of  such  members.  And  it  is  due  to  that 
council,  and  to  the  public  to  say — that 
to  the  utmost  cordiality  of  feeling,  was 
added  the  most  perfect  unanimity  in  all  its 
measures  and  deliberations.  To  promote 
the  great  doctrine  of  the  restitution — to 
wipe  off  the  stains  of  reproach  from  its 
profession,  to  concentrate  the  energies  of 
a  numerous  and  growing  denomination, 
and  to  perform  every  duty  with  faithful¬ 
ness,  were  the  objects,  and  the  tendency 
of  the  labors  of  all 

The  Convention  was  called  to  mourn 
over  the  frailties  of  humanity — the  de¬ 
viations  from  the  plain  and  peaceful  path 
of  rectitude,  and  the  aberrations  of  en¬ 
lightened  intellect  from  the  stability  of 
faith.  And  its  decisions  were  prompt 
and  unanimous — but  friendly.  Where 
it  has  withdrawn  fellowship,  it  ,will  not 
be  presumed  that  the  measure  was  prema¬ 
ture — where  it  has  determined  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  causes  of  dissatisfiiction  and 
complaint,  it  has  also  granted  abundant 
time  for  preparation.  The  various  sects 
arrayed  in  opposition  to  liberal  princi¬ 
ples,  have  long  made  it  a  proverb — that 
Universalism  was  identified  with  licentious- 
ness  and  infidelity.  The  very  general  and 
high  morality  of  the  great  body  of  Urti 
versalists,  together  with  the  occasional 
examples  of  their  unqualified  disapproba¬ 
tion  of  vicious  example,  sufficiently  re¬ 
fute  the  first  part  of  the  above  alledged 
reproach,  and  the  period  seem*  to  have 
arrived,  when  the  further  truth  will  be 
learned — if  bigotry  can  learn — that  ob 
vious  infidelity  is  incompatible  with  the 
profession  of  Christianity. 

But  while  there  were  subject?  of  deep 
and  lasting  regret,  there  were  others  of 
congratulation  and  joy.  At  no  tiiye  since 
the  institution  of  the  Convention,  has 
there  been  so  many  evidences  of  good 
feeling  and  cordial  fellowship;  and  at  no 
period  since  the  establishment  of  Univer¬ 
salism  in  this  State,  have  the  evidences 
ef permanent  prosperity  beeiv  so  great. 

Let  union  be  your  motto,  truth  your 
guide,  perseverance  your  watch-word, 
virtue  your  reward,  Jesus  Christ  your 
tXMnple,  and  immortality  your  hope;and 


your  trust  in  God  complete,  whom  we 
pray  to  bless  you  with  all  temporal  and 
spiritual  blessing. 

By  order,  S.  R.  SMITH.* 
For,  P.  MORSE. 


*As  Br.  Morse,  who  was  appointed  to  write 
the  above  Circular,  was  under  the  neccssitv  of 
leaving  this  part  of  the  country  (on  a  visit  to 
Connecticut)  immediately  on  the  adjournment 
of  the  Convention,  he  engaged  Br.  Smith  to  at¬ 
tend  to  this  duty,  as  is  seen  above. — Ed. 


srtie  IStoaitflelfcal  fttaoaftne. 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  JUNE  6,  1829. 

Another  Conversion  in  the  Ministry. — We 
understand  Rev.  Luke  Babcock  ofPbarsalia 
N.  Y.  formerly  a  Baptist,  has  recently  renoun¬ 
ced  modern  orthodoxy,  the  doctrine  of  an  end¬ 
less  bell  and  its  concomitants ;  and  has  commen¬ 
ced  preaching  (as  did  the  angel  to  the  shepherds 
of  Bethlehem)  “good  tidings  of  great  joy  which 
shall  be  to  all  people.”  He  is  said  to  be  a  man 
of  very  respectable  endowments  as  a  preacher. 

Subscribers  for  the  second  vol.  of  the  Mag¬ 
azine  who  wish  their  papers  bound,  will  please 
leave  them  with  the  Editor  by  the  15tb,  or  at 
farthest  by  the  20tb  of  the  present  month ;  as 
he  will  receive  none  in  charge  for  that  purpose, 
after  that  time. 

Br.  Wm.  Bell  wishes  us  to  state  that  he  has 
removed  from  Springfield  Vt.  to  Woodstock,  to 
take  charge  of  the  Watchman  &  Repository, 
and  wishes  ail  communications  addressed  to  him 
to  be  sent  to  the  latter  place. 

The  Christian  Telescope,  formerly  published  I 
at  Providence  R.  I.  and  Edited  by  Br.  D.  | 
Pickering,  has  been  discontinued,  and  its  list  of 
patrons  consigned  to  Br.  Rayner,  of  the  Reli-  j 
gious  Inquirer,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  This  change 
is  in  perfect  accordance  with  an  opinion 
we  some  time  since  expressed — thatyietoer  pub¬ 
lications,  with  a  larger  patronage  would  be  sus- 1 
tained  with  less  liability  of  loss  to  the  publishers 
and  equal  or  greater  advantage  to  the  public. 

NEW  SOCIETIES. 

With  pleasure  we  learn  that  a  Uoirersalist 
Society  has  recently  been  organized  in  the  town 
of  Marshall  in  this  county.  This  is  the  place 
where  Mrs.  Bethiah  Hubbard  has  been  lately 
excommunicated  from  the  Calrinistic  Church 
for  believing  the  Bihid  doctrine,  that  God  “will 
have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  ;*  and  where  io  March 
last,  tbe  same  church,  after  having  fairly  and 
solemnly  promised  the  Universalists  tbe  use  of 
their  Meeting  House,  for  an  evening  lecture, 
when  tl)ey  did  not  wish  to  occupy  it  themselves, 
and  the  people  had  assembled  for  meeting,  rrfit- 
sed  eitbtrto  open  {hw  house  or  give  up  the  key. 
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Perhaps  they  hold  that  persecuting,  or  even 
tying  for  the  truth's  sake,  is  no  sin. 

By  the  Christian  Intelligencer  we  leern  that 
a  Universalist  Society  has  lately  been  formed  io 
Mercer  Me. — one  in  Freedom;  one  in  Sanger- 
ville  ;  and  another  in  Parkman  Me. 

Another  Society  of  about  50  mambers  has 
been  gathered  in  Hyannis  (Cape  Cod)  by  tbe 
name  of  the  “First  Unirdtsalist  Society  iq  Barn¬ 
stable.” 

Another  has  been  lately  organized  iii  Woon¬ 
socket  R.  I.  which  at  present  enjoys  the  labors 
ofBr  Stephen  Cutler. 

A  Universalist  Church  has  been  formed  in 
Coolville,  Ohio. 

NEW  MEETING  HOUSES. 

The  Trumpet  and  Magazine  brings  us  the 
cheering  information  that  there  are  now  Jive 
Universalist  Meeting  Houses  in  progress,  (either 
actually  commenced,  or  preparations  made  for 
building,)  within  25  miles  of  Boston — viz :  in 
Hanson,  Hingham,  Dedham,  Marlboro'  and 
Woburn.  Bj  a  letter  to  tbe  Editor  of  that  pa¬ 
per  from  Br.  K.  Haven  of  Shorebam  Vt.  we 
learn  that,  within  the  last  two  years,  six  com¬ 
modious  Houses  of  Public  Worship  have  been 
erected  in  Vermont,  in  two  counties  only,  which 
are  owned  wholly,  or  principally,  by  Universal¬ 
ists.  Tbe  frame  of  a  new  Universalist  Meeting 
House  was  raised  in  Norway,  Me.  on  tbe  13th 
ult. 

“Der  Frohliche  BotschafterJ*  or  the  German 
Universalist  paper,  the  Proposals  for  publishing 
which  we  noticed  some  moths  since,  has  lately 
been  commenced  at  Marietta,  (Pa.)  It  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  George  Grosh  and  Jacob  Myers. 
We  have  received  the  first  No.  of  tbe  work 
containing  16  largfe  octavo  pages  of  closely 
printed  matter,  on  good  paper.  But  like  most 
of  our  Brother  English  Editors,  so  little  acquain¬ 
ted  ate  we  with  tbe  language  that  we  cannot 
pHifit  much  by  its  perusal.  But  if  not  much 
profited  we  are  highly  gratified  that  such  a  work 
is  commenced — a  work  which  is  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  so  mach  good  in  the  cause  of  liberal  Christi¬ 
anity  and  tbe  diffusion  of  correct  religious  pria- 
ciples  among  tbe  numerous  German  population 
in  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere  in  this  ceuntry. 
We  understand  the  conductors  of  this  work  are 
competent,  faithful  and  devoted  servants  df 
Christ  and  tbe  public,  and  we  heartily  wish 
them  “God  speed*  in  their  philanthropic  under¬ 
taking. 

The  work  is  published  monthly,  at  one  dollaf 
per  annum.  Communications  to  be  address^ 
(Post  Paid)  to  George  Grosh,  Marietta,  Pa. 

)  Connecticut  Blue  Laws  ^  Blue  Lights. — Cer*.  , 
tain  Orthodox  Clergyfiien  io  Hartford  Coon, 
(svith  Rev.  Joel  Hawes  at  their  bead)  hare 
heretofore  refused  to  act  as  chaplains,  or  per* 
from  the  religlotu  semce  of  prayer,  with  (he 
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Ijeg'islatore,  and  with  the  Supreme  Cqart, while 
sitting  there,  becatue  thoee  respective  aotborU 
ties  bad  the  effronterj  to  invite  the  Universal 
ist  clergymen  of  that  city  to  perform  that  duty 
in  turn  with  others,  and  thus  placed  (hem  on  a 
par  with  their  own  orthodox  dignitUt !  Failing 
of  soccess  in  driving  liberality  and  independence 
from  the  Legislature,  by  frowns  and  scowls,  or 
by  keeping  their  diikmce  in  sullen  Milencce,  they 
have,  during  the  present  session  of  that  body, 
attempted  to  accumplish  their  purpose  by  ttrat- 
agem.  They  accoi^ingly  put  forward  certain 
tools  in  tbal  body to  inUoduce  and  carry  a  re¬ 
solution — when  the  boose  was  thin,  and  many 
of  its  most  enlightened  and  influential  members 
were  out— requiring  the  Speaker  to  invite  two 
only  of  the  city  clergymen  to  officiate  as  Chap¬ 
lains  during  the  session.  Altho'  the  resolution 
patted  under  such  cirtJumrlances,  yet,  on  the 
next  day,  when  the  members  were  mostly  pre¬ 
sent,  and  it  was  fully  understood  that  it  was  in¬ 
troduced  and  passed  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  the  Uoiversalist  clei^yman  of  Hart  ¬ 
ford  from  the  privilege  of  praying  with  that  bo¬ 
dy,  the  subject  was  again  taken  up,  and  after 
re~contidering  the  resolution  that  was  thus  clan¬ 
destinely  passed,the  Legislature  resorted  to  their 
former  custom,  and  instructed  the  Speaker  to 
invite  the  clergymen  of  the  city  to  officiate  in 
turn  without  any  distinction  of  orthodox  and 
heterodox.  Thus  another  attempt  at  proscrip 
tion  has  been  foiled.  What  will  Mr.  Hawes  do 
now  ?  Will  he  still  adhere  to  his  resolution,  not 
to  pray  with  the  Legislature  because  they  are 
so  irreligious  as  to  unite  with  Br.  Rayner  in 
supplicating  the  throne  of  grace  (in  faith)  for  the 
salvation  and  good  of  all  mankind  ? 


LOUISA, 

Or  the  effectt  of  true  6f  faUe  religion  conlratted. 

[Concluded  from  page  7. 

This  settled  melancholy  continued  to  prey  ob 
the  spirits  of  the  unhappy  Louisa ;  and  altho*  her 
mother  bitterly  lamented  her  own  impr;idence 
in  having  contributed  in  any  measure  to  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  state  of  her  daughters  mind,  and 
now  foreboded  the  most  fatal  consequences  from 
it,  she  still  wanted  the  mental  courage  necessary 
to  forbid,  or  say  aught  to  prevent,  the  oft-re- 
peated  visits  of  the  over-officious  clergyman  who 
bad  been  the  sole  cause  of  so  dreadful  ^  breach 
in  the  happiness  of  her  family.  He  visited  the 
wretched  victim  of  his  superstitious  and  merci¬ 
less  triumph,  almost  every  day,  and  at  each  suc¬ 
cessive  visit,  fixed  more  deeply  in  her  heart  the 
ibom  of  misery,  and  infused  more  widely  through 
,tier  soul  the  poison  of  death.  And  nothing  but 
a  wise  and  merciful  Providence,  which  is  able 
to  restrain  the  folly  of  man,  and  stay  the  full 
tide  of  mischief  and  misery  flowing  therefrom, 
prevented,  in  the  case  of  Louisa,  ail  those  dread¬ 
ful  consequences  that  so  frequently  follow  in 
cases  of  this  kind. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  George  D - ,  the 

eldest  of  two  sons  of  a  respectable  neighbor  re¬ 
turned  from  the  interior  of  Massachusetts.  He 
had  been  absent  about  two  years,  (after  the 
completion  of  bis  education  at  Cambridge  Uni¬ 
versity,!  instructing  an  Academy  of  young  la¬ 
dies  and  grentlemen  in  the  higher  brancbM  of 
literature.  He  was  a  young  gentleman  of  an 
accomplished  pprson  and  manners,  but  of  a  still 
more  accomplished  mind  and  refined  sensibility. 
He  had  early  imbibed  enlarged  and  liberal 
views  of  Christianity  and  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  had  often  bad  opportunities  of  bear.> 
iog,  and  bad  fully  embraced,  the  doctrine  of  the 


impartial  gnoducss  oi  God  and  the  final  restitu¬ 
tion  to  holiness  and  happiness  of  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  family.  Nor  had  he  been  an  idle  or  uoin- 
structed  observer  of  the  constituent  properties 
and  various  operations  of  the  human  mind,  and 
the  means  often  resorted  to  by  the  self-styled 
orthodox,  and  ffinatical  revival  preachers  to 
operate  on  the  fears  and  passions  of  mankind. 

George  had  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
Louisa  from  her  infancy,  and  had  always  admi¬ 
red  the  innocent  sprightliness  and  artless  simpli¬ 
city  of  her  manners,  and  the  native  energy  of 
her  mind,  as  it  was  devolved  in  her  advancing 
years.  And  he  had  cherished  for  her  (unknown 
to  all  but  himself)  an  aflection  that  bears  a  teu- 
I  derer  name  than  friendship,  from  the  time  of  bis 
last  visit  to  his  native  ville  to  the  present — had 
waited,  almost  with  impatience,  till  his  return 
at  this  time,  to  declare  himself  fully  tO  tbe  amia¬ 
ble  Louisa  and  solicit  her  hand  in  marriage.— 
Many  and  glowing  were  the  pictures  of  happi¬ 
ness  that  fancy  had  presented  to  his  mind  duriog 
his  last  two  years  absence  and  on  his  way  Home 
to  his  native  town.  But  alas,  how  were  all  his 
food  expectations  cut  off,  and  his  hopes  of  hap¬ 
piness  blasted,  iu  prospect,  on  his  learning  the 
wretched  and  alarming  state  of  her  health,  and ' 
the  still  moie  unhappy  state  of  her  mind!  In 
stead  of  beholding,  as  he  had  fondly  anticipa¬ 
ted,  tbe  healthy,  beautiful  and  smiling  daughter 
of  prosperity,  happiuess  and  peace,  he  saw  in  her 
(he  emaciated  form,  the  pale  and  deatb-Hke 
countenance,  tbe  gloomy  and  dejected  air,  that 
drew  tears  of  pity  from  his  eyes  ai.d  wrung  bis 
soult  with  the  bitterest  anguish. 

After  deliberating,  a  day  or  two,  be  came  to 
tbe  conclusion  that  something  must  be  done, 
and  that  immediately,  for  tbe  unhappy  object  of 
his  affections,  or  it  would  soon  be  too  late,  if  in¬ 
deed  it  were  not  already,  to  save  her  from  an 
untimely  grave.  He  consulted  with  her  mother, 
and  by  tbe  advise  of  a  neighboring  physician,  wbo 
was  a  confidential  friend  of  Geoige,  united  with 
his  eloquent  intercession,  the  mother  was  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  let  her  daughter  take  a  journey, 
and  to  trust  her  to  the  care  of  the  generous 
George  D.  wbo  seemed  to  take  so  lively  an  in¬ 
terest  in  her  behalf.  Louisa  accepted  the  offer, 
Dot  so  much  from  solicitude  about  her  health  or 
even  her  life(for  she  had  opparently  lost  ail  rel¬ 
ish  for  tbe  one,  as  well  as  care  for  the  other)  as 
from  a  wish  to  rid  herself  of  tbe  unceasing  im¬ 
pertinences  and  perpetual  denunciations  of  the 
pretended  soul-saver  whose  zeal  and  ill  manners 
selemed  to  increase  with  tbe  increasing  dejection 
and  wretchedness  of  their  hapless  subject. 

It  was  in  the  beginning  of  tbe  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  George  and  Louisa  started  their 
journey  from  tbe  banks  of  Uie  winding  Copnec- 
ticuf.  Tbe  weather  was  fine,  the  air  salubrious, 
and  their  mode  of  travelling  the  best  fitted  for 
the  promotion  of  health  that  .could  have  been 
chosen.  The  richness,  variety  and  b€auty[of  the 
scenery, — trees  bending  with  tbe  burden  of  tbe 
I  most  luscious  fruit,  tbe  yellow  fields  of  the  agri¬ 
culturalist  covered  with  tbe  golden  harvest,  the 
buibandman  carolling  with  joy  and  gratitude  as 
he  went  to  and  from  his  daily  labor,  tbe  birds 
upon  a  thousand  branches  toning  their  pipes  in 
mellow  notes  to  tbe  majesty  of  tbe  rising  or  tbe 
beauty  5f  the  setting  sun ;  and  some  of  their 
tribes  gathering  in  vast  armies,  warned  by  na¬ 
ture  or  natures  God,  to  prepare  for  a  removal  to 
some  warmer  clime,  against  the  approach  of  a 
more  rigorous  season,  and  thus  enjoy  Spring  and 
Sommer  forever— all  these  happy  subjects  for 
cootemplatioD,  together  with  the  soothing  con¬ 


versation  of  her  old  sclicxil  mate  and  and  friend, 
George,  btd  a  powerful  tendency  to  calm  and 
serene  tbe  purturbated  mind  of  Louisa, to  restore 
and  invigorate  her  emaciated  frame,  and  make 
her  willing,  longer  to  live,  and  believe  she  could 
again  be  happy,  were  it  not  for  the  dreadful  re¬ 
presentations  of  a  future  state  and  the  awful  de- 
nunciatioQS  she  had  beard  from  a  professed  min¬ 
ister  of  tbe  Gospel,  a  pretended  messenger  of  the 
Most  High. 

When  she  had  become  so  much  invigorated  in 
body  and  settled  in  mind  that  George  thought  it 
proper  to  introduce  the  subject  of  religiou  for  a 
principil  topic,  he  began  by  expatiating  on  the 
order  and  beauty  and  benignity  every  .where 
discoverable  in  the  works  ot  nature,  a^  the 
dispensatiaus  ofdivine Providence;  and  as  she 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  tbe  conversation,  afld 
seemed  to  seize  wirti  avdity  ever}  ideaofthe 
mercy  and  benignity  of  God,  he  it  length  fully 
disclosed  to  her  his  views  of the  iirine  character 
and  purposes,  the  impartial  goodness  and  grace 
of  God,  and  the  ultimate  reconciliation,  holiness 
and  happiness  of  ail  intellectual  nature.  He 
appealed  to  tbe  benevolenre  of  her  own  heart,  to 
thespirit  of  the  prayers  of  sll  good  people,  to  all 
the  works  of  God  in  nature  and  providence,  to 
tbe  benignity  and  goodness  of  the  Deity  in  the 
variegated  beauty  of  the  scenery  before  them, 
in  proof  of  the  infinite  wisdom  that  conceived, 
the  almighty  power  that  executes,  and  (he  illi¬ 
mitable  goodneas  that  crowns,  all  tbe  plans  and 
ways  and  works  of  God :  but  principally  did  he 
appeal  to  the  lively  oracles  of  God,  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  of  divine  truth,  «nd  (he  testimonies  of  infi¬ 
nite  love  therein  recorded,  in  proof  that  all  na¬ 
tions  families  and  kindreds  of  the  earth  should 
be  blessed  io  Christ,  that  he  tasted  death  for 
every  mao,  and  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  bis  soul 
and  be  satisfied.  He  fully  laid  open  and  expo¬ 
sed  tbe  subtlety  and  craft  ofdesigning  and  inter¬ 
ested  priests  in  keeping  the  people  ignorant  of 
these  glorious  truths,  and  imposiog  upon  them 
tbe  doctrines  and  traditions  of  men,  which  are 
only  calculated  to  fill  the  mind  with  gloomy 
conceptions  of  the  Deity,  and  enslave  it  with 
superstitious  fear. 

Louisa  “rejoiced  withiiembliog^as  lie  spoke, 
his  countenance  glowing  with  rapture  as  he 
progrtsssed  in  the  developement  of  this  soul-ani¬ 
mating  subject.  Tho’  the  view  he  had  given  her 
of  the  character  and  purposes  of  God  was  in 
perfect  accordance  with  every  noble  conception 
and  feeling  of  her  soul,  yet  tbe  tidings  at  first 
seemed  to  her  too  good  to  be  true :  and,  like  the 
disciples  of  old,  she  “believed  not  for  joy.” — 
The  gloomy  ideas  that  bad  been  so  constantly 
in  her  mind  for  several  months  past,  still  seemed 
to  hover,  like  so  many  spectres  around  her,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  clearness  of  the  argument  made 
use  of  by  George.  But  as  they  had  further  op¬ 
portunities  of  conversation  and  discussion,  and 
as  George  did  not  fail  ofimproving  every  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  of  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture  fo 
her  at  almost  every  stopping  place,  she  at  length 
became  fully  established  in  tbp  “faith  once  de¬ 
livered  to  the  saints,”  was  delivered  from  every 
doubt  and  gloomy  foreboding,  embraced  “tbe 
I  fulness  of  tbe  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,” 
and  was  enabled  to  “rejoice  with  joy  unspeaka¬ 
ble  dnd  full  of  glory.” 

From  tbe  moment  io  which  she  embraced  tbe 
faith  of  a  world’s  salvation  through  a  crucified 
Redeemer,  she  appeared  to  be  a  new  creature, 
both  in  body  and  mind  ;  to  that  she  not  ouJj  re* 
covered  her  former  cheerful  serenity  of  mind, 
but  her  health  seemed  to  return,  as  it  were,  ab 
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most  b;  miracle.  Toej  couttnued  their  tiaveU 
aod  visits  (by  short  and  easy  stages)  among  the 
various  and  beautiful  villages  and  cities  on  the 
hanks  of  the  Hudson  and  Mobawk,  for  about 
four  iveeks ;  and  during  the  time  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  attending  the  session,  of  the  General 
Convention  of  Universalists,  where  for  the  first 
time  in  her  life,  Louisa  heard  from  the  pulpit, 
that  God  was  the  common  Father  and  Friend 
and  Saviour  of  all  men,  “good  unto  all  aad  his 
fender  mercies  over  all  his  works.”  She  has 
often  declared  to  me  since,  that  these  two  day^ 
were  the  two  happiest  days  of  her  life. 
never,”  says  she,  “never  shall  I  forget  those 
'itaptures  deep  felt,  and  joys  unknown  before,’ 
that  then  filled  my  rejoicing  heart  I  Never  be 
fore  bad  I  heard  the  boundless  love  and  good¬ 
ness  of  God  so  powerfully  and  strikingly  exhibi 
ted  to  my  view ;  nor  never  again  can  I  doubt 
those  truths  I  there  lieard  proclaimed.” 

I'o  conclude  this  narrative,  when  George 
aad  Louisa  returned  to  their  native  ville ;  they 
were  received  by  Mrs.  M.  in  transports  of  joy, 
who  could  hardly  believe  her  own  eyes,  when 
she  saw  her  daughter  so  entirely  changed  as  it 
respected  both  the  state  of  her  health  and  that 
of  her  mind.  The  old  lady  soon  embraced  the 
doctrine  herself,  which  had  wraugbt  so  strking 
a  change  in  the  minil  and  happiness  of  the  so 
recently  wretclied  Louisa ;  and  at  the  instance 
of  the  now  enraged  minister  was  forthwith  ex¬ 
communicated  for  heresy.  At  this  however  she 
did  not  grieve.  The  minister  was  soon  after 
(lUmissed  in  consequence  of  dissensions  arising 
lietween  himself  and  some  of  his  late  converts. 

The  following  Spring  the  destinies  of  George 
and  Louisa  were  united  in  the  sacred  bands  of 
wedlock :  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D —  «are  now 
among  the  most  respectable  and  respected  fami¬ 
lies  in  (he  toivn.  They  are  wealthy,  but  not 
proud;  and  they  use  their  riches  only  to  do  good 
and  to  bless  the  needy  amd  the  poor.  “The 
blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  comes 
upon”  thein,“and  they  “cause  the  widow’s  heart 
to  sing  for  joy.”  Their  religion  does  not  consist 
III  noisy  professions  nor  pompous  show  ;  but  is 
iieart-felt  and  practical.  The  constant  and 
cheerful  serenity  as  well  as  the  active  benevo¬ 
lence  of  their  lives,  is  the  best  possible  (for  it  is 
a  practfcal)  comineot  on  their  theory,  ^9heo  , 

I  last  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D - ,  1  found  the  | 

amiable  Louisa  instructing  her  three  lovely 
children  to  lisp  the  praises  of  their  Maker,  aad 
pointing  out  to  them  the  goodness  of  God  in  their 
creation, &  his  infinite  mercy  in  their  redemption: 

“And  1  said  if  there’s  peace  to  be  found  io  the 
world, 

heart  that  ii  bumble  might  look  for  it  here.’’ 


EXULTATION. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  (o  the  editor 
fixim  a  Irieod  in  Somerville,  St.  Lawrence  co. 
contains  some  strong  language,  and  glowing 
metaphors,  &  will  probably  sound  rather  grating 
in  the  ears  of  the  religio-pohlical  partizans  ;  nev 
ertheless  (bey  must  bear  them,  as  they  are  just. 
We  must,  however,  admonish  the  friends  of 
.liberty  and  liberal  views  to  “  rejoice  with  trem- 
bliig,”  and  never  to  relax  their  vigilance,  or 
loose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  the  enemy  of  our 
freedom,  so  far  from  being  paralyzed  io  his  ef- 
torts  by  one  defeat,  is  but  exasperated  and  gpiad- 
«d  on  to  renewed  hostilities  against  the  liberty 
ofcoQtcience  and  the  right  of  private  judgment 

Rev.  Sir — The  secood  volutne  of  joor 
liaa  beea  read  with  moch  plea* 


sure  and  profit  bj  your  patrons,  and  a 
a  numerous  circle  of  their  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintance  in  this  section  of  country. 
Its  columns  have  contributed,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  remove  the  scales  from  off 
the  eyes  of  many  individuals,  who  have 
had  sufficient  confidence  to  read,  think 
and  judge  for  themselves. 

The  renovating  influence  of  that  di¬ 
vine  principle  which  inculcates  the  soul- 
cheering  doctrine  of  universal  holiness 
and  happiness  from  sin  and  misery,  is 
progressing  with  power  and  rapidity  thro’ 
the  enlighteded  world.  The  spirit  of  in¬ 
quiry  which  the  advocates  of  this  doc¬ 
trine  possess,  has  aroused  the  long  slum¬ 
bering  heritage  of  God  from  its  dormant 
state,  to  adhere  once  more  to  the  gospel, 
as  taught  by  all  God’s  holy  prophets, 
and  by  the  surety  of  the  new  Covenant, 
who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all  to  be 
testified  in  due  time;  whom  the  Heavens 
must  receive  until  the  times  of  the  resti¬ 
tution  of  all  things. 

The  dark  veil  of  superstition,  ignor¬ 
ance  and  bigotry,  which  for  ages  was  cast 
over  all  nations  is  now  rent  in  twain  by 
the  light  of  gospel  truth,  and  the  captives 
who  had  long  been  groping  in  solemn 
gloom,  fettered  by  the  cruel  chains  of 
deception  and  falsehood,  are  now  set  at 
liberty;  whereby  they  adhere  to  reason 
and  enjoy  the  truths  of  Revelation,  with¬ 
out  fear  of  being  eompelled  to  bow  down 
to  creeds  which  are  derogatory  to  the 
attributes  of  the  one  all-wise  and  self- 
existent  God,  of  infinite  love,  truth  and 
justice,  who  admits  of  no  variableness  or 
the  least  shadow  of  turning. 

That  hydra  monster,  which,  for  more 
than  a  thousand  years  held  at  his  control 
the  magic  sceptre  of  dire  delusion,  whose 
gorgeon  fangs  seized  with  insatiable 
avidity  the  fflassive  spoils  of  desolated 
kingdoms  and  empires,  to  glut  his  o(u- 
niverous  maw,  is  now,  by  the  power  of 
God,  iwking  in  hands  of  his  servants, 
drawn  from  the  cell  of  his  long  secure 
retreat,  where  he  majestic  sat  shrowded 
in  his  mantle  of  ten-fold  darkness,  and 
dragged  in  spite  of  all  his  resisting  force 
into  the  glare-light  of  unsullied  bright- 1 
ness,  where  he  appears  in  all  the  horrors 
of  his  native  ugliness,  and  exposed  to  the 
reproach  and  just  contempt  of  his  long 
deluded  votaries. 

That  this  usurper  of  (he  rights  of  con¬ 
science,  who  has  been  thus  effectually 
wrested  from  his  sombre  shades,  and  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  view  of  a  gazing  world,  first 
taught  hU  captive  votaries  the  infernal 
dogma,  that  all  that  did  not  pay  due  ho¬ 
mage  and  adoration  to  danraing  creed 
anil  liberally  contribute  for  the  support 
of  hia  neafariotts  designs,  should  feel  the 
keen  rebuke  of  God’s  avenging  ire  in  the 


liquid  lava  of  Hell’s  molten  sea,  through¬ 
out  the  ceaseless  ages  of  eternity,  is  too 
notorious  a  fact  for  one  unprejudiced 
mind  to  strive  to  palliate  or  deny. 

This  fell  monster,  which  has  been  forc¬ 
ed  for  half  a  century  to  live  on  a  more 
scanty  pittance  than  he  formerly  enjoyed, 
has  of  late  made  a  powerful  effort  to  re¬ 
gain  superior  ascendency  in  these  United 
States,  to  erect  the  corrupt  standard  of  a 
spiritnal  hierarchy,  whereby  he  would 
reign  predominant  over  the  expiring  lib¬ 
erties  of  the  once  free  and  independent 
America,  whose  glory  had  outshone  the 
splendor  of  the  most  virtuous  nations  on 
earth.  But  the  foul  intrigue  of  this  in¬ 
defatigable  despot,  who  reared  his  snaky 
crest  and  brazen  front,  with  eyes  dart¬ 
ing  fury  before  the  august  assembly  of 
our  national  legislature,  has  been  prompt¬ 
ly  met  and  successfully  foiled.  His  wily 
arts  have  been  scanned  and  his  wicked¬ 
ness  justly  condemned,  by  the  vigilant 
and  patriotic  sons  of  America.  Joy  has 
again  lit  the  sable  brow  of  despondency. 
The  gloomy  clouds  have  dispersed  from 
the  mental  region  of  intelligents,  and  the 
sun  of  righteousness  shines  upon  the  toul 
of  our  nation  with  renewed  splendor,  which 
causes  it  to  praise  in  higher  strains  of  gra¬ 
titude  the  Rock  of  a  world’s  salvat(on. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petitions, 
of  this  religio  political  monster  were  re¬ 
ferred  for  a  decision,  acted  as  men  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  called  the  heirs  of  our  departed 
heroes,  who  were  too  wise  to  establish  a 
national  rcKgion,  and  at  the  same  time 
have  the  confidence  to  declare  themselves 
free.  They  had  a  perfect  sample  of  its 
desolating  influence  wherever  it  bad  been 
established;  for  instance  England,France 
and  Spain,  whose  soil  has  been  fattened 
with  the  blood  of  martyrs;  whose  inqal- 
siterial  tribunals  and  ecclesiastical  con¬ 
tentions,  legalized  by  government,  have 
contributed  more  to  the  depopulation  and 
ruin  of  the  fairest  quaters  of  the  old 
world  than  ever  did  the  sword, pestilence 
or  (amine.  .Having  this  glaring  sample 
constantly  in  view,  our  fore  fathers  con¬ 
demned  it  to  be  as  noxious  to  an  inde¬ 
pendent  government  as  the  poisonous 
Upus  of  Java:  •  •  • 

So  much  importance  rests  on  this  one 
point,  the  maintainance  of  religious  free¬ 
dom,  that  it  nay  be  considered  the  main 
pillar  of  an  independent  nation.  Nay, 
more,the  hberty  of  the  conscience  or  the 
press  disannulled,  we  should,  that  very 
moment,  be  slaves!.  Therefore,  since 
our  liberty  has  been  thus  vigoruuslv  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  enemy,  let  the  friends  of 
humanity  always  prove  it  at  vigorovtljr 
defended. 

1  am,  sir,  with  uiucIt  respect, 
Yoors,  &C. 
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We  should  be  much  pleased  to  receive  other, 

aud  frequent  productions,  from  the  same  admi¬ 
rable  pen  that  wrote  the  following. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

THE  RESURRECTION  OF  CHRIST. 

Twice  had  the  sun  gone  down  upon  the  earth, 
And  all  was  quiet  ait  the  lonely  tomb — 

Death  sway’d  his  sceptre  o'er  the  Sion  of  God ! 
Sublime  the  moment,  awful  was  the  gloom. 

All  still  and  silent  pass'd  the  hours  away. 

And  on  their  posts  the  guards  in  order  stood ; 

The  midnight  moon  shone  out  with  feeble  ray. 
And  on  their  spears,  and  on  their  helmets 
glow'd.  j 

Christ's  enemies  exulted  in  his  fall — 

Success  bad  crown'd  tbeir  forgery  and  lies ! 

Ills  friends  in  deep  despondency  were  sunk. 
And  tears  of  sorrow  dimm'd  their  weeping 
eyes. 

The  holy  seraph’s  waited  in  suspense 
This  great  event — this  myst’ry  to  behold ; 

And  wonder’d  at  the  depths,  unsearchable. 

And  ways  of  God,which  they  could  not  unfold. 

At  length  the  morning-star  is  seen  to  ris^, 

Aud  gild  the  Eastern  horizon  with  light ; 

The  third  day  dawns,  earth  to hercentre  shakes, 
The  very  Pow'rs  of  Heaven  confess  affi  ight! 

Whcnlo!  an  Angel  bright  descends  to  earth. 
The  tim'rous  guards  shrink  back  with  awe 
profound — 

They  from  the  brightness  of  his  presence  flee, 
And  prostrate  fall  upon  the  humid  ground. 

His  countenance  like  vivid  lightning  shone. 

His  raiment  white  as  is  the  falling  snow : 

From  the  sepulchral  door  be  roll’d  the  stone, 
And  sat  thereon,  the  mystery  to  know. 

Rut-wllb  is  he  that  cometh  from  the  tomb. 

With  crimson  garments  from  the  bed  of 
death  ? 

Rejoice  O  Zion  !  'tis  thy  Prince,  thy  Lord ! 

O  praise  him,  Christian,  with  thy  latest  breath. 

The  wine  press  he  hath  trodden  all  aloqe. 

And  Lo !  his  robes  are  stain'd  with  his  own 
gore; 

Fair  nature's  first  bom, from  the  tomb  he  comes, 
He  meets  the  glorious  morn,  to  die  no  more ! 

A  conqueror,  triumphant  he  appears. 

Bearing  rich  blessings  from  the  realms  above; 

Hear  the  celestial  tidings  be  proclaims, 

'Tis  free  salvation  and  redeeming  lore. 

Never  did  nature  usher  in  a  day 
So  truly  blest  for  fallen  man’s  employ  : 

Well  might  the  morning  stars  together  sing. 
And  sons'  of  God  all  shout  aloud  for  joy. 
MUton,  1829.  EVELINA.  ' 


OUR  t  AU8E  IN  SI .  LAWRENCE  (  O 
Extract  of  a  Utter  to  the  ediioTy  from  Br. 

Franklin  Langworthyy  dated  May  1 2. 

*  *  *  .We  have  a  general  church 

formed  here — the  bounds  of  which  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Association.  In  this  church  there  is  a 
deacon  and  clerk.  Besides  this  there  is, 
in  the  north  part  of  Canton,  in  the  place 
where  I  reside,  (viz.  a  small  village  called 
the  Long  Rapids)  an  independent 
church,  having  a  deacon  and  clerk,  with 
nine  female  and  thirteen  male  members. 
Both  these  churches  contain  one  hundred 
members.  The  first  movement  towards 
forming  a  church  of  our  order  in  this  part 
of  the  country  was  made  last  June,  when 
the  association  met. 

I  preach  one  half  the  Sabbaths  in  this 
town,  the  other  half  in  Massena  and 
other  places.  The  number  of  hearers 
who  have  attended  on  my  ministry  the 
past  year  may  be  calculated  as  follows: 
Canton,  250;  Madrid,  150;  Stockholm 
and  Massena,  100;  Ogdensburgh,  100; 
total,  600.  We  have  had  within  the 
bounds  of  the  association,  during  the  past 
year,  one  meeting  of  the  association  and 
three  quarterly  meetings.  The  numbers 
who  attended  these  meetings  varied  from 
about  two  hundred  to  six  hundred. 

Would  it  not  be  of  some  use  to  have 
a  request  published  for  all  the  preachers 
in  our  order,  and  especially  in  this  state, 
to  send  in  an  estimate  of  their  usual  num¬ 
ber  of  hearers  at  the  various  stations 
where  they  preach,  in  some  such  way  as 
I  have  done  above?  •  *  * 

In  this  town  there  is  an  elegant  brick 
meeting-house  nearly  finished,  4-5  of 
which  is  thought  to  belong  to  our  order; 
the  other  5th  to  the  Baptists.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  forty  feet  by  sixty,  with  a  tower 
and  two  gothic  windows. 

Upon  the  whole  the  prospect  in  this 
county  is  flattering,  and  a  spirit  of  inqui 
ry  has  gone  forth  among  the  pe^le.  *  *  * 

The  “  Solemn  Appfeal,”  and  the  piece 
entitled  ‘‘Prejudice  is  strong,  but  the 
love  of  God  is  stronger,”  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  published  in  the  form  of  tracts, 
and  think  I  would  raise  money  by  contri¬ 
butions  in  my  meetiags  enough  to  pur¬ 
chase  fifty  of  each  for  gratuitous  distri¬ 
bution. 


Episcopalians  on  their  guard. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the 
Episcopal  “Journal  of  the  Convention  of 
the  diocese  of  New  York,  182S.”  It  is 
a  fordble  illustration  of  the  “monopoli¬ 
sing  and  selfish  policy”  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rians;  and  shows,  as  we  are  happy  to  see, 
that  our  Episcopalia*’ brethren  are  en¬ 


deavoring  to  guard  against  their  -subtle 
wiles. — Ed. 

From  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Orsamus 
H.  Smith,  Missionary  at  Moravia,  Cay¬ 
uga  county,  and  parts  adjacent. 

‘‘Until  thefir^t  of  August, my  time  was 
occupied  on  the  Missionary  station  of 
Moravia,  in  Cuyuga  county,  and  iny  ser¬ 
vices  were  divided  between  the  two  par¬ 
ishes  of  Moravia  and  Ludlow\  ille.  The 
congregations  in  both  places  were,  upon 
the  whole,  increasing.  At  Moravia,  the 
Sunday  school  which  I  ha\e  mentioned 
in  previous  reports,  until  the  early  part 
of  the  present  summer,  had  been  conduc¬ 
ted  in  connexion  with  the  Presbyterians. 
This  is,  in  most  cases,  doubtless  a  very 
mistaken  policy;  but  in  the  present  if  was 
not  attended  with  the  usual  bad  conse¬ 
quences.  On  the  whole,  the  Church  was 
the  gainer  by  it;  for  when  the  separation 
took  place,  it  was  evident  to  an  observ¬ 
ing  community,  that  the  Church  was 
compelled  to  that  measure  by  the  mono¬ 
polizing  and  selfish  policy  of  her  asso¬ 
ciates.  Our  school  was,  accordingly, 
well  sustained.’’ 

village,  iliTti  ult.  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Skiooer,  Mr.  John  W  1  orteh,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Cleveland. 
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The  third  volume  of  this  work  commenced  on 
the  1 1  th  of  April,  1 S29.  It  is  published  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.  every  other  Saturday,  on  a  full  sheet,  me¬ 
dium  size,  in  a  neat  quarto  form,  (convenient  for 
binding,)  with  a  complete  index  at  the  close  ot 
each  volume,  and  is  afforded  to  Subscribers  for 
$1,  only,  pel  year,  if  paid  in  advance,  or  within 
three  months  from  the  time  of  subscribing. 

It  isdevoted  to  Liberal  Christianity;  the  scrip¬ 
tural  illustration  of  the  doctrine  of  God’s  impar¬ 
tial  and  universal  grace,  and  the  final  holiness 
and  happiness  of  all  bis  intellectual!  offspring, 
througn  Jesus  the  Mediator ;  to  the  defence  ot 
civil  and  religious  liberty  against  the  crafty  wiles 
of  spiritual  tyrants  and  the  enemies  of  free  inqui¬ 
ry  ;  and  consists  of  Sermons,  Essays,  E.xposi- 
tions  of  the  Scriptures,  Religious  Intelligence, 
&c.  &c.  ICPNew  .Subscribers  can  be  supplied 
with  back  numbers.  Orders  from  a  distance  will 
be  thankfully  received  and  promptly  attended  to 
by  D.  SKINNER,  Editor  Proprittor.  • 

tCT*  Publishers  of  Newspapers,  who  will  give 
this  notice  two  or  three  insertions,  shall  receive 
the  Magazine  for  one  year. 


